FRANCO     IN    THE    FOREIGN     LEGION        3!
teers had lost their way and did not arrive, a hasty meal was
improvised, and the Legionnaires slept uncovered on the
ground or on the canvas of their cots.
The third and last day of the march, very difficult on
account of the rain, ended in the pleasant valley of the Lau,
surrounded by tropical jungle and in full view of the sea.
The imposing outline of the mountains of Gornara shut off
the horizon to one side. On the other, the range of Bem-
Hassan, with its mantles of snow, was the citadel protect-
ing the treasure of Xauen. The terrain was sloping, and a
mile and a half away could be seen the sea-shore with its
rolling waves.
Here, in Uad Lau, the camp was established; the first
encampment of the Legion, and in it, as Franco said, the
Legionnaires of the First Banner were to prepare for war.
An iron discipline was imposed upon them; they were
trained for combat and given target practice. Night duties
were carried out scrupulously. No one slept. The officer
maintained a constant vigil outside his tent, inspecting the
positions and discharging his various duties. "This is the
active and vigorous life of the officers of the Legion."
At night the officers met, presided over by Franco, and
discussed the problems of the Moroccan war and the adap-
tation of the rules and regulations to it.
In Uad Lau there were no distractions other than those
that the camp naturally offered. The arrival of mail was a joy,
and the appearance of the gunboat Bonifaz was a memor-
able event. The navy officer Juan Cervera, who was in com-
mand, and the other officers landed and spent an afternoon
with the Legionnaires. How this visit was appreciated by
everyone!
Christmas Eve of the year 1920 was celebrated in Uad
Lau in the best manner possible. There was a splendid feast,
and great merriment. The German Legionnaires set